
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, August 20, 2017 
Matthew 15: 21-28 
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  And behold, a Canaanite 
woman of that district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!  My 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.  
Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling after us.”  
He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But the 
woman came and did  Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” 
He said in reply,  “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.”  
She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the tables of their 
masters.” 
“O woman, great is your faith!  Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour. 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
This reading is sometimes difficult to hear.  Jesus seems to be unkind to the woman’s 
needs. Jesus had a lesson to teach to the apostles and to us.  His response to her 
pleas for help give us an example to never give up hope but to continue in faith! 
   

1. If you have children, to what extent would you go to seek help for their physical,    
emotional or social problems?  Would you risk rejection like the woman in the 
gospel?  

2. When you deal with needy people or “outsiders”, are you more like the disciples or 
do you respond the way Jesus did? 

3. Do you ever feel “put off” by the Lord? What happens to your faith when God 
appears not to answer your prayer requests?  Do you give up, or do you persist?  

  .  
    

 
End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen” 


